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the prosperity of whose country it had neither inter-
est nor duty. The servants, with the same ideas, fol-
lowed their fortune in the channels in which it had
hitherto ran, only enlarging them with the enlarge-
ment of their power. For their first ideas of profit
were not official; nor were their oppressions those of
ordinary despotism. The first instruments of their
power were formed out of evasions of their ancient
subjection. The passport of the Company in the
hands of its servants was no longer under any re-
straint; and in a very short time their immunity
began to cover all the merchandise of the country.
Cossim AH KMn, the second of the Nabobs whom
they had set up, was but ill disposed to the instru-
ments of his greatness. He bore the yoke of this im-
perious commerce with the utmost impatience: he
saw his subjects excluded as aliens from their own
trade, and the revenues of the prince overwhelmed in
the ruin of the commerce of his dominions. Finding
nis reiterated remonstrances on the extent and abuse
of the passport ineffectual, he had recourse to an un-
expected expedient, which was, to declare his resolu-
tion at once to annul all the duties on trade, setting
it equally free to subjects and to foreigners.

Never was a method of defeating the oppressions of
monopoly more forcible, more simple, or more equitOr
ble: no sort of plausible objection could be made;
and it was in vain to think of evading it. It was
therefore met with the confidence of avowed and
determined injustice. The Presidency of Calcutta
openly denied to the prince the power of protecting
the trade of his subjects by the remission of his own
duties. It was evident that his authority drew to its
period: many reasons and motives concurred, and